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conflict with the religiously-motivated anti-gay sentiment in my community and country 

of origin. My government is unable and unwilling to protect me from harm. In fact, my 

government actively supports the criminalization and persecution of LGBTI individuals 

in Uganda. Those who carry out anti-LGBTI violence in Uganda, be they public or 

private actors, commit their crimes with impunity.  

4. On December 20, 2013, the Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Act was passed by the 

Parliament of Uganda. The bill was signed into law by President Yoweri Museveni on 

February 24, 2014. This law imposed harsher penalties for same-sex relationships, 

including life imprisonment. It also imposes new penalties for any activities that are 

viewed as “aiding and abetting homosexuality” or “promoting homosexuality.” The law 

is broad in its reach and criminalizes activism and public health education work related to 

LGBTI individuals, including those living with HIV. I have experienced persecution in 

the past on account of my identity and activism. With the passage of this repressive law, I 

am certain that as a well-known Ugandan LGBTI and HIV activist who has been publicly 

targeted over the years, I will risk persecution in the future in the form of further physical 

violence or death by public and/or private actors, as well as life imprisonment by the 

government.  

5. The decision to seek asylum has been a challenging one for me. I have made my life's 

work that of serving the LGBTI community in Uganda. However, at this time, I feel that 

risking life imprisonment, serious injury, or even death to continue my work in Uganda 

would actually be a disservice to my community. I hope to continue my work to change 

the laws and anti-LGBTI social attitudes in Uganda through public education and 

outreach from the United States.   












